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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

There was a2 definite need for a detalled account of the
history of education in Glynn County, Georgia, Many brief
accounts had been made in past years relating some of the
history of the county educational system. These brief his-
tories primarily dealt with the history of the town commons,

Almost no research had been done on the subject,

I. THE PROBLEM

Statement of the problemes It was the purpose of this

study (1) to make a comparison of enrollment, expenditures,
and facilities; (2) to examine illiteracy figures; and (3) to
relate the problems of various years and tell how these prob-

lems were overcome by the educational leaders of the time,

Importance of the studye A history of the educational

system of Glynn County will be valuable to writers of books
or articles concerning the state of Georgia as a whole, but
will be more important as a means to let the teachers, public
officiels and citizens of the county know and appreciste the

achievements of those who have gone before them,



II. PROCEDURE

The writer begen his collection of materials for this
thesis in Glynn County itself, This work was done at the
Brunswick and St. Simons Library, Next, the writer went to
Atlanta, Georgla, and did research in the Carnegie Library.
Following this, visits were made to the offlce of county
superintendent. During several visits the writer read the
minutes of the board of education, auditors' reports, and
publications of the board of education, Personal interviews
with residents of the town and county were held next in order
to get information which had not been written, Final prepa-
ration for this study was made in the libraries of the Uni-
versity of Georgia at Athens, studying the Public Lews of

Georgia, and other rare books pertaining to the county,



CHAPTER II
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
I. REVIEW OF THE EDUCATIONAL HISTORY OF GEORGIA

Very little was accomplished in the educational history
of Georgla in the colonial period. Under the proprietors,
education was carried on in conjunction with religion, Young
men were hired as itinerant catechists and went from house
to house for the purpose of instructing in writing and incul-
cating religious ideas. The remuneration was low, and many
of these young men worked at other jobs to supplement teache
inge Much of the education was carried on by the work of
such men as Christopher Ortman of the Salzburgers who came
to Georgia and settled neer Ebenezer in 173&.1 Dorothy Orr,
in her History of Educsation in Georgia, states that "with
few exceptions the teachers hired by the trustees were incom-
petent."2 One exception was the teaching of Charles Delamotte,
who ceme to Georgia in 1735 with Charles and John Wesley,.

Delamotte began the first regular school which, under
the leadership of James Habersham, was converted into an

orphanage and called Bethesda, Stevens, in his History of

1
Dorothy Orr, A History of Education in Georgia
(Chepel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, I§EUF, Pe Se

2 Tbide, pe be



Georgia, says that only the most elementary subjects were
taught and that Bethesda was the only school which had equip=-
ment to meet the educational standards of that time.3

wWhen Ceorgia became a royal colony in 1752, prosperity
came with the new leadership, Private schools flourished
throughout the coastal area, These schools were attended by
the wealthy, of course, with little or no provision for the
children of the poor class of people., Up until the time of
the Revolution the colonlists other than the wealthy found
themselves without formal educetion,

After the Revolution the legislature enacted laws in
1783, 178L, and again in 1798, sanctioning academies and pro-
viding a mediocre financial support by granting land to the
new schools, This type of support proved highly unsatise
fectory as land sales were poor and title to much of the

i

land was in dispute. The great boom in academies came after

the War of 1812 with the period of prosperity which followed,

A few of these academies which ceme into exlistence during this
period still survive, notably Richmond, Chetham, and Glynn.

Many academies other than those supported by the state came

3 William Bacon Stevens, A History of Georgia From
Discovery g%‘ggrqgeans to Adoption of Present Constitution,
MDCCXCVILII (New York: Appleton and Company, 18L7), Pe 291.

Orr, op. clt., p. 21,



into existence early in the nineteenth century. One such
private foundation academy which was founded as a community
project was Union Academy in Putnam County. The first
teacher employed at this academy was William H, Seward of
New York, who was later Secretary of State under President
Lincoln.5
In 178l, a year after the first legislation founding
academies, a body called the Senatus Academicus was founded,
This body consisted of the governor, the judges of the
supreme court, the president of the senate, the speaker of
the house of representatives, and the board of trustees
appointed in the original act of 178)4.6 This group was
responsible for the "literature of the state.," The plan was
to erect a university and let the academies serve as "feeders,"
This university was founded as Franklin College in 1801, and
construction began in the same year. One part was located
in Greene County, with the main body itself in Clarke County,.
In 1849, the Senatus Academicus was abolished, and the powers
turned over to the board of trustees of the University of
Georgla,
In 1821, the question of endowing free schools came up

for settlement. In 1817, the Georgie Legislature had

> Ibid., p. 28,

6 Loce cilte
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eppropriated money which was to be invested and the interest
used to create and support free schools, In 1821, this fund
was almost two hundred and forty thousand dollars, The
legislature voted the same year to increase this sum to filve
hundred thousand dollars with the ssme instructions.! The
provision was made, however, to divide the money between the
academies and the free schools,

A fight was made in the legislature in 1822 by Joseph
Je Singleton of Jackson County and Representative Tomlinson
Fort of Baldwin County to establish a system of education
throughout the state. Through their efforts a bill was
introduced to establish common schools in the state, This
bill was defeated, as were two other bills presented in the
same year,

In December, 1922, these men became discouraged and
voted for the establishment of a poor school fund, This
fund consisted of twelve thousand dollars divided among the
counties according to the number of pupils enrolled in the
schoole, It 1s to be assumed that this money came from the
interest of the free schools and academies, From 1822 to
1829, the fund underwent many revisions, Dorothy Orr, in

her Education in Georgia, states that "not only was the

7
Ee Merton Coulter, Georgia, A Short Histo (Chapel
HilléSThe University of North Carolins Press, T9E7§,
p.2 .
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legal machinery clumsy, but the motive back of it was half-
hearted."8

Nevertheless, the fund provided some elementary edu-
cation for the children who would have probably had none,
Many schools of this type were founded through local effort,
As early as the period 1817 to 1823, schools for the indigent
were established in Augusta, Savannah, and in Glynn, Richmond,
McIntosh, and Baldwin Counties,

The most prevalent school in the antebellum period
was the old field school, so named because of its customary
location in the commmnity., This school sprang from the same
roots as the academies, but taught only the most elementary
subjects, The teachers of this type school were, in general,
men who wandered about the countryside and bid on a job to
teach the children of the community, Usually no examination
was given to the teacher, and men of low morals flooded the
profession. The teachers generally boarded at the homes of
pupils for periods varying in length with the number of pupils
he had, Many were cruel according to the standard of even
that time, and all enforced the type of discipline which
would be frowned upon today, A few of these teachers were of

& high type, especially those of Irish and Scottish origin.9

870:::':r', ope. cit., p. 80,
9 Ibid., pe 81,



Further attempts were made in 1832 under Governor
Lumpkin to establish & common system of schools, but nothing
came of ite By 1835, Georgla had sccumulated over a million
dollars in the Federal Treasury which was its share from the
sale of western lands, The advocators of common schools
seized this opportunity and succeeded in 1837 in securing a
common school law which gave the schools one third of the
above sum.lo

An amendment, however, to this bill robbed it of sup-
port by texation, and after the national panic of 1837, the
bill establishing common schools was rescinded, In the
panic of 1837 the funds for the support of the schools in
general were greatly reduced, In the following years the
amount per pupil was less than one fourth that granted in
1837« The condition of the schools became worse during the
next twenty years and continued this way, with the exception
of the latter fifties, untll the destruction of the educa-
tional system by the Civil War,

Although the condition of the schools was generally
poor during the period before the Civil War, efforts were
made several times in the 1850's to establish the common
school in Georgia., These efforts culminated under Governor

Brown in 1858 with the passage of & second common school law.

0
Coulter, ODe Cito’ Pe 2870
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The law provided funds to meet the expense of teaching
English grammar and geography provided the outlay per pupil
was no greater than sixteen dollars.ll These subjects were
to be provided to pupils between the ages of six and eighteen,
The effects of this law were great, The school fund was
increased from approximately thirty thousand dollars in 1858
to one hundred and fifty thousand in 1860, This great
improvement in the educational system of Georgia which had
been long sought by many was short-lived, for in the year of
the educators' greatest triumph the Civil War "rang down the
curtain,"

Immediately after the Civil War, Georgia, under the
new constitutional requirements, enacted a law in 1868 pro-
viding for "a thorough system of general education to be fore
ever free to all children of the state."12 This act estabe-
lished the office of State School Commissioner, who was to be
appointed by the governor, and also decreed that schools were
to be financed by poll, show, and liquor taxes and the money
paid in by conscientlious objectors to keep out of military
service, This was supplemented by a general property tax,

After the Act of 1870, many schools began operation

11 Orr, ope. cite, Pe 17Le

12 Albert Berry Saye, A Constitutional History of Georgia,
1732-18L5 (Athens: University of Georgle Press, s Do 208,
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but found difficulty in getting the necessary funds for
teachers! salaries and general operation, They were called
"Godless, Negro, Yankee, and charity schools."™3 At the
end of the school year of 1871 the state owed three hundred
thousand dollars in back pay to teachers, In 1872 when Dr,
Gustabus J, Orr was appointed State School Commissioner, he
directed school officers not to establish schools for 1872
until the finances could be straightened out. Upon his recom=-
mendation an act was passed to raise money to eliminate the
indebtedness,

Dr, Orr, in his report to the governor in 187L, stated

that thirty-five per cent of the population over ten years

of age could not read or write., He further revealed that
there was only one teacher for every 176 pupils of the

school population, This situstion was changed by the Con-
stitution of 1877 which contalned the provision that "there
shall be & thorough system of common schools for the educa-
tion of the children in the elementary branches of an Eng-
lish Education only."lu The financial support of these

schools was to be provided by "taxation or otherwise."l5

i Saye, ope cit., p. 270,

15 Ibid., pe 289,



55 B
Since this Act of 187l provided only for the elemen-
tary school, by 189l the secondary school had almost dise
appeared, By 1903 there were only seven four=-year high schools

16 Although no assistance was given by the state,

in Georgila,
cities and towns began to erect high schools, In 1910, a
bill was proposed to amend the Constitution of 1886 and
admit high schools into the school system but was defeated,
Not until 1911 were the secondary schools of Georgia recoge-
nized as state responsibility, and funds delegated for their
support,.

Many improvements were made in the period before World
War II, but the most notable was the school legislation passed
in 1937 which assured a seven-month school term, free texte
books, and gave the teachers the first state salary schedule,
In 1937, the state distributed almost four million textbooks,
and in 1941 the free textbook distribution was valued at
$1,385,000,17

Since World War II Georgia students and teachers have
benefited by acts which in 1946 increased the teachers!
salaries by fifty per cent, and in 1951 the enactment of the
Minimum Foundation Program which increased the pupil allot-

ment and established the minimum salary for a teacher with

6 OrI', ODe .c—i'l;.” Pe 1790

17 Meadows, op. cit., p. 140,
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four years of college at twenty-four hundred dollars, Accord-
ing to information furnished by the Georgia Education Associ=-
ation, Georgia spent $95,237,681 for schools in the school
year 1952-53, Approximately seventy per cent of this was
state, twenty-seven per cent local, and three per cent
federal support.

Looking to the future, the Georgia Education Associa=-
tion adopted a resolution in March, 195, to support a pro-
gram entitled An Adegquate Program for Education in Georgia,
This new program is designed to awaken the people of Georgia
to thelr needs for the next ten-year period, Teachers in
the state have given voluntarily three dollars each to secure
radio time, billboards, and handbills in order to bring the
needs of the schools before the public eye,

Unlike those of an earlier peiod, modern Georglans

give active assistance to the educational needs of Georgle.

IT, HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF GLYNN COUNTY

Glynn County 1s located on the eastern coast of
Georglea between the Altamaha and the Little Satilla Rivers,
It is composed of all the islands between the Altamaha and
Ste Andrews Sound end the mainland lying between the rivers
mentioned above, The total area of the county is approx-
imately 139 square miles,

Since Glynn County lies in the coastal area, the
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elevation is generally low, but veries between & height of
fifty feet and below sea level, with a mean elevation of
fourteen feet,

Approximately a third of the county 1s marshland, with
swamps located in the southwest and the west. Some small
areas of swamplands are also located in the northwest, The
largest marshlend area occurs between St, Simons Island and
the mainlend, with a similar area along the Turtle River on
the northwest,.

Along the broken coastline of Glynn are found many
rivers end smaller streams, Between the 1sland and the maine-
land are the Makay and Frederica as well as the Hampton
between St. Simons and Little St, Simons, The chief rivers
in the southern part of the country are the Turtle and South
Brunswicke

The only town in Glynn County 1s Brunswick, which is
on a peninsula between Turtle River and 3t, Simons Island
sounds, The town itself is situated on high ground between
the East River and the marsh on the east,

The climate in Glynn County 1is a mingling of sube-
tropical and temperate. The nearness of the CGulf Stream proe
tects the erea from extremes of winter weathen and the sum-
mers are tempered by the refreshing sea breezes,

The éarliest inhabitants of Glynn County were the

Guale Indians, who are believed to have heen & branch of the
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Muskhogee famlly which covered most of the southern states,
The women of the tribe planted small patches of corn, pumpe
kins, and beans, while their men hunted and fished., They
were very peaceful and offered no resistence when the Spane
ish attempted to civilize them.18

The Jesuit Missionaries were the first white men to
settle in this region, In 1568, Domingo Augustin and Pedro
Ruiz ceme to Guale and established missions on St. Simons,
Jekyll, and on the mainland at Talaxe, which was located on
the south bank of the Altamaha.l9 In 1570, these missions
were deserted because of the uprising of the Yemassee and
other powerful Indians to the north,

More missionaries came to Guale in 1595, These were
of the Frenciscan Order., They reopened the missions, and
by 1675 there were four missions in Guale.20

In 1685, the English to the north evidently persuaded
the Creeks and Yemassee to make open warfare on the Spanish
and thelr Indian alllies, The missions were all destroyed or
abandoned by 1686, and many of the priests and Guale Indians

were slaughtered or captured and sold into slavery in the

49 Caroline Couper Lovell, The Golden Isles of Georgia

(Boston: Little, Brown and Company, 1932), De. L.

19 Margaret Davis Cate, Our Todays and Yesterdays
(Brunswick: Glover Brothers, 1931), p.‘¥8.

20 1p34,, p. 30,
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West Indies.21 Thus ended the last attempt by the Spaniard
to colonize the Georgia coast, although they held claim until
1763,

The next white settlement was that of James Oglethorpe
in 1736 Oglethorpe came south of the Altamaha, which was
then considered Spanish territory, and founded the town of
Frederica, named in honor of Frederick, Prince of Wales,

The purpose of founding Frederlica was to establish a fort as
a defense of the southern boundary of the colony against the
Spanish, The town was located on St, Simons Island at a bend
of the Frederica Rlver which sepsrates the island and the
mainland, The ruins of the old fort which is now in the
process of being restored marks the site of the town., A fort
was bullt on the bank of the Frederica River, and a town laid
out behind it, On the south end of the island Oglethorpe
built another fort called Fort St, Simons, The site of this
fort 1s near the present St, Simons lighthouse,

The town was well laid off, having one street seventy=-
five feet wide, and by 17L0O had a thousand inhabitants, This
number included Oglethorpe's soldiers and their families.23

i Ibide, Pe 30,

22 Lawton B, Evans, A History of Georgia (New York:
University Publishing Company, I§U£;, Pe .

23 Cate, OBe Q_Eo, Pe 580



16

Charles and John Wesley ceme to Frederica in 1736 and while
there founded Christ Church, which still sténds. The time
spent by John was very short, Charles stayed for almost
three months but became critical of Oglethorpe and soon 1ef."l:.2)+

The Spanish demended in 1736, in Frederica and in
London, that the town be abandoned, Oglethorpe sailed immed-
iately to London to refute the Spanish claims and returned
the following year as commander-inechief of His Majesty's
forces in Georgia, Realizing that he would need the help of
the Indians in case of wer, Oglethorpe met with the Creeks
and received & promise of help from them, At this time the
Creeks declared that they had always owned the land from the
Savannah River to the St, Marys River, and would let no one
but the English settle on it.25 This agreement was reached
with the greet Chief Tomochichi of the Creeks and proved of
great value to Oglethorpe when the Spanish invaded St, Simons
Island,

In July, 1742, the Spanish sent a fleet of fifty ships
under Don Monteano up the Georgia Coast to rid it of the Eng-
lish settlements, Oglethorpe with a small fleet met the

Spanish as they entered Cumberland Sound but was forced to

retired to Frederica, The Spanish landed on the south end

£t Evans, ope cit., p. 2l

25 Lovell, op. cit., ps Lle
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of the island and captured Fort St, Simons, The following day
a scout brought Oglethorpe word thet the Spanish had moved up
the island and were near Frederice. Oglethorpe, with his
body of seven hundred men, which Included some Scotch from
Darien and his Indian auxiliaries, surprised the Spanish
while they were bivouacked and killed two hundred of them,

The Spanish thought themselves outnumbered and Immediately

left the island and sailed southward to St. Augustine, On
July 11, the Spanish fleet came to Frederica but were scared
awey. This was the last attempt to destroy the settlements .2l
It is believed that this battle saved the colony for English
civilization,

Oglethorpe returned to England in 17L3 to face charges
against him and never returned, For some time after the
Battle of Bloody Marsh, troops remained at Frederica, but
were withdraswn after the Treaty of Alx-la-Chapelle in 17h8,
In 1763, after the removal of troops, Frederieca declined, and
by 177h nothing remasined but ruins.27

Final settlement ceme In 1763 at the Treaty of Paris,
when all territory north of the St. Marys River was ceded to

Englend by Spain, The new territory was divided into

26 Charles Wylly, Annals and Statistics of Glynn County,

Georgie (n.pe.: Published by the author, 1897), De Te

AT Cate, OPe 9_!-_20, PPe 53"650
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parishes, two of which were St, Patricks and St. Davids.28
These parishes were to become part of Glynn Countye

Most historians agree on the date of the founding of

Brunswick as 1771, but Charles Wylly in his Annals and Statis-

tics of Glynn County, Georglae, states that Brunswick was
founded in 1737, and was re=-surveyed in 1771.29 The town was
named for the English House of Brunswick from which came the
King of England of the time, Many of the streets bear the
names of outstanding Englishmen of the period,

With the coming of the Revolution, many people left
the newly formed town of Brunswick because of their pro=-
British feelinge During the war itself General Prevost of
the British Army crossed the St, Marys River and headed toward
the Altamaeha, burning many homes in Glynn County.30 This was
the only noteworthy action in Glynn during the Revolution.

In the Constitution of 1777, Glynn County was created
as one of the eight original counties of Georgla, It was
formed from St, Patricks and St. Davids Parishes, and named
in honor of John Glynn, & noted English attorney,

The period after the Revolution and until the Civil

28’George and Robert Watkins, A Digest of the Laws of
the State of Georgia (Philadelphia: R, Aitkin, 1800}, p. 11l

29 Wylly, op. cit., p. 1l,

3% 1hi1d,, pe 94
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Wer is referred to by local historians as the Plantation Era

31 During this time Glynn County was made

in Glynn Countye.
up of meny large plantations. Perhaps the most famous of
these 1s that of Pilerce Butler, who at one time held six
hundred slaves.3

Brunswick was re-surveyed in 1788, and lots were sold,
The money received from the sale of these lots was to be used
to finance an academy.33 During the following years, Brunse
wick did not grow rapidly, however, and by 1823 the town
became deserted and dllowed to grow up in briars.3u

In 1826, Urbanus Dart and William R, Davis, finding
the town deserted, secured a headright from the state, Part
of this headright contained some of the town commons, which
had been set aside in 1771 to be used for the town as a
whole, In 1836, Thomas B, King secured a headright for the
remaining seven hundred acres of the town commons, but this
was not contested because of the boom which had hit Brunswick

and the people thought that any action might hinder the

31 Cate, ope. cit., passim,.

32 Lovell, op. cit., p. 11,

33 Watkins, op. cit., p. 381,

3L Glynn County Board of Education, One Hundred and
Eighteenth Annual Report of the Public Schools of Glynn County,
Georgia and the City of Brunswick (Brunswick: Published by the
Board of Education, 1906), pe 63.
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economic growth of the community.35

During the boom several railroads and a canal from
Brunswick Harbor to the Altameha were contem.plated.36 Accorde
ing to tradition some work was done on the canal, but the only
evidence the wrlter was able to secure was photostatic copies
of documents in the City of Brunswick Surveyor's Office deal-
ing with the proposal of the canal, The bubble finally burst
in 1840, and Brunswick returned to a village and finally a
small farming community.37

Evidently the original charter was rescinded, for in
1856 a new charter was obtained for Brunswick, and James
Houston was elected mayor.38 In this same year a sult was
brought eagainst Urbanus Dart, William R, Davis, and Thomas B,
King seeking recovery of the town commons, The decision as
to who would control the lands was held up until 1880 when
the board finally won out, The decision was that anyone
holding lots which Dart, Davis, or King had sold them should

pay the board forty dollars and receive a quitclaim.39

35 mmea.. piibh,
36 Loc. eit,

37 Lioc, cite,

38 Ibid., p. 65.

39 Loce cit,
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The Civil War marked the end of the Plantation period
in Glynn County. As the war progressed the people living on
the islands fled inland to escape the federal gunboats which
harried the coast and laid waste many of the plantations.ho

After the war many planters tried to restore their
plantations, but met failure, Many of them were cut up and
sold as small farms, while others were bought by northern
businessmen, All of Jekyll Island was bought by New York
capitalists, but in recent years has been purchased by the
state, At the present time lots are being leased to various
income groups, on which they can bulld cottages as summer
homes,

As soon as the war was over, many people returned to
Brunswick, and the town began to grow rapidly. Joseph Smith,
in his Visits to Brunswick, Georgia end Travels South, says
that in 1883 Brunswick was relatively small but rapidly
growing.ul By 1903, Brunswick was a bustling city with many
businesses, two railroads, and a steamship 11ne>.h2

After 1900, the boom seems to have ended, Many.people

who lived in Brunswick during this period state that the

40 Coulter, op. cit., p. 247,

bl Smith, op. cite, p. Bl

Miss Jane Macon, personal interview, May 7, 195i..
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growth gradually came to a standstill with few exceptions un-
til the early 1930's, There was soms boom in shipbuilding
during World War I, but this ended shortly after the war,

In 1920, the Hercules Powder Company came to Brunswick and
proved a lasting asset to the economy of the town, In 1936,
a large pulpmlill came, This mill now employs several hundred
men,

During World War II, shipbuilding once again became
an important business in Brunswick, but ended with the war,
In 1951, the harbor was reopened, and shipping is improving
somewhnat,

Today, Brunswick and Glynn County enjoy & large tour
ist trade, Not only the rich history of the county attracts
tourists, but Brunswick is on United States Route Number 17,
which is a direct route south, It is estimated that the
tourist trade ranks second in Importance in the Industries
of the county.

Perhaps the product or industry which has played a
most important part in the industrial development of the
eity has been that of naval stores, In 1937, there were many
turpentine distillaries operating and producing turpentine
and resin from the gum of the pine tree, In 1935, a new
industry came to Brunswick and began to produce naval stores
from stumps which had hitherto been left to rot. There are

many uses for naval stores such as paint, lacquer, shoe
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polish, and pharmaceuticals,

A few years ago people thought that the lumber Iindus-
try in Brunswick and Glynn County was about gone, but in 1936
the Works Progress Administration estimated that the forests
were growling forty-nine per cent more than the commodity
cflret:l.n.L.l'3 This is probably not true today because of the pulp
mills in Brunswick which use much wood, Lumber and pulpwood,
however, must still be rated as one of the chief industries,

Agricultural interests seem to have increased in the
last few years, In 1930, there were only L7,77L acres in
farmlands, while in 1950, this had increased to 87,202 atcz'es.lm
Much of the increase has been due to the increasing number
of small farms producing lettuce and other crops suited to
the warm climate, Cattle and poultry have also Increased
the acreage in this area,

Glynn County has many modern highways which connect
it with the other areas of Georgia, Brunswick is located
on United States Highway Numbers 17, 25, and 8li, There are
two radio stations representing the major networks, two

public libraries, and one dal 1y newspaper,

43 Works Progress Administration, The Real Property
Survey of Brunswick, Georgia (Washington: Federal Works Agency,
1939), p. 2.

il From material copied from the United States Depart-
ment of Commerce~-Bureau of Census by the CGeorgia Education
Associatlon, for the years 1930, 19,0, 1950, Mailed to Local
Unit Presidents, March, 195l,
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Many attractive churches line the wide palmetto bor-
dered streets of Brunswick, There are twenty-six Protestant
Churches, two Catholiec Churches, and one Jewish Church for
the White race, while the Negroes worship in fortye-three

L5

Protestant Churches, Almost without exception these are
well attended and supported,

Today Brunswick is a prosperous, growing towne In
1878, 1t had & population of ebout three thousand.!® The
United States Census Report of 1950 gave the population for
that year as 17,953

The educational history of the county will be dis-

cussed In the following chapters,

L5 Georgia Power Company, A Favorable Locstion for
Industry, Brunswick, Georgla (Brunswick: Georgia Power
Company, 1953), p. Se

16
Smith, 92. E.j_..E.’ Pe 37.
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CHAPTER III

THE EDUCATIONAL DEVELOPMENT OF GLYNN COUNTY
FROM EARLIEST TIME TO THE CIVIL WAR

The preceding chapter has given the historical backe
ground of Glynn County and Brunswick from which came the
educational life of the people, This chapter is devoted to
the study of the educational development in Glynn County
from the meager beginnings to the destruction of education
brought about by the Civil War,

There 1is a relatively small amount of source material
om this period, Records in the county superintendent's
office date back only to 1883, An effort has been made to
determine the development of the educational history of the
county during this period from the Acte of the General Assem-
bly pertaining to Glynn County, and two rather complete his-
tories of the town commons contaeined in Reports of the Board
of Educatione Another important ald has been a general account
of the history of Glynn Academy from 1847 to 1855 as recorded
by Urbanus Dart in an answer published to charges made by the
trustees of Glynn County Academy in 1856, Other sources have
also been helpful,

During the colonial period Glynn County had very few
educational facilities. The few which did exist were on the

islands, for Brunswick and the other section of the county



26
were wooded areas and for the most part uninhsbited during
the colonisl period,

As hes been pointed out in the historical background
of the county, Frederica was the only town of any importance
in Glynn County during the colonial period. In 1745, the
Society for Propagating the Gospel in Foreign Parts suggested
to the common council of the Trustee that 1f a school master
were appointed for Frederica, 1t would furnish his books.1

John Ue Driesler wes appointed the teacher at Frederica
and wes also granted the job of serving as chaplain of a
regiment in order to supplement his annual salary of ten
pounds, Driesler gave instruction in German and English at
the school until his death which occurred before the year
had ended.2 As far as can be ascertained, no one was appointed
to teke his place for the few years thet remained before the
Treaty of Aix-ls-Chapelle of 17148 which spelled the end of
the town of Frederica, There exists no record as far as the
writer could find of any other school in Glynn County before
the Revolutionary War,

After the war, when new families came into Brunswick,
many families were desirous of having facilitles for the

education of their children and the boundaries of their lots

1 James Ross McCaln, Georgias as a Proprietary Province
(Boston: Richard G. Badger, 1917§, Pe 283,

2 Loce cite
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fixed.3 An act of the legislature was approved February 1,
1788, appointing certain commissioners whose duty it was to
survey and sell any lot in Brunswick, except such as were
reserved for public use, and the money derived from the ssle
to be used for the erection and maintenance of an academy,
"and for no other pu.rpose.")'L What kind of school was erected,
who were the teachers, and how many pupils were enrolled in
school, nelther history nor tradition tells, It 1s only evi=-
dent that the town did not grow rapidly, and the school must
have been small,

In 1796, another act was passed in the Ceneral Assem=-
bly eppointing five commissioners for Frederice. The act
charged the commissioners of Brunswick with having the town
re-surveyed, Any lots which were unclaimed after a period
of nire months were to be sold "and the monies arising from
such sale shall be applied to the support of an academy or
seminary of learning in county of Glynn, except, so much
thereof as mesy be necessary to defray a part of the expenses

in laying off the ssid town commons."5 The cormissioners were

3 Glynn County Board of Education, Thirty-first Annual
Report of the Public Schools of Glynn County end The Cify of
Brunswick k, “hereafter cited as Thirty-first Annuel Re. Report
(Brunswick: Board of Education, 195&), P. 4B,

i Loce cite

5 Robert and George Watkins, A Compilation of the Laws
of the State of Georgis (Philadelphia: R, Altkin, 1800), ps 599.
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also empowered to rent or lease any part of the commonsg in or-
der to make a speedy settlement of the town of Brunswick.6

An act passed in 1797 appointed Richard Prichard,
Martin Palmer, and Moses Burnett as commissioners of the
courthouse and jail in the county of Glynn.7 This courte
house was to be erected on one of the most convenient public
lots in the town of Brunswicke Thils act alsoc authorized the
conveyance of the lot to the aforesaid commissioners by the
commissioners of the town of Brunswick, Another provision
of importance was thet which authorized the commissioner of
the town of Brunswick to sell five hundred acres of the com=-
mons, and use one part thereof for the erection of a court-
house and the other to the use of an academy.8 Although
there is no proof of the sexistence of an ecademy, the wording
in this section of the Act of 1797 seems to indicate that
such an institution existed,

For the next several years the picture of educsastion in
Glynn County is blank. There are no records which show the
esteblishment of any school in the county before 1819, As
has been said previously, if such an institutlion did exist,
it mist have heen very small,

The next written record of education in Glynn County

6 Watkins, loc., cite.
7 Ibild., pe 669,

8 LOC. 011;.
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occurs in the year 1814, In this year an act was passed in
the General Assembly combining the commissioners of the town
and commons of Brunswlck and the commlssloners of Glynn
Academy. The men appointed to fill the positions were
William Page, Henry Dubignon, George Dupree, Leighton Wilson,
and William Houston.9 This act stipulated that not more
than one fourth of the rents of the town commons should go
toward the erection of the courthouse, and the remainder
should go to the academy. In 1818, in order thaet the court=
house might be bullt, a tax of one dollar was levied on
unimproved lots in the town of Brunswick, and three dollars

on lmproved lots was authorized.lo

In the One Hundred and Eighteenth Annual Report of

the Public Schools of Glynn County, Georgis and the City of
Brunswick 1s found the following:

In 1819, the commissioners had constructed a neat and
comfortable building for school purposes, This building
was erected upon the commons being on a site of what is
now D and L Streets, A school was supported here until
1823, when Brunswick became deserted and was permitted
to grow up in briars and bushes, The streets and parks
were obliterated, nothing was left to tell that a village
had once occupied the site,l

9 Glynn County Board of Education, One Hundred and

Eilghteenth Annual Report of the Public Schools of Glynn County
and the City of Brunswick (Brunswick: Glynn County Board of

Education, 1906), p. 63. Hereafter cited as One Hundred and

Eighteenth Annual Report,.
10
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In 1821, Samuel Boyd, Henry Dubignon, James Moore,
Isaac Abraham, and John Gignialet were, by an act of the
legislature, appointed trustees of Glynn Academy, with the
instruction to promote the interest of the academy and to
erect suitable bulldings for the education of youths as well
as to care for all monies belonging or pertaining to the
academw.l2
The legislature in 1823 appointed two additional come
missioners for Glynn County Academy., By the same act the
legislature authorized the commissioners to appropriate the
‘funds of the academy to establish two free schools and employ
a teacher for each, No child was to receive tuition free
whose parents paid as much as two dollars tax.13 The followe
ing quotation is from the same act:
And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,
that the operation of Glynn County Academy shall cease
after the time expires for which the present teacher
may be employed, until the funds of said institution
gy ixite Getakt The. bopd ipued Trebias1E It

In 1826, Urbanus Dart and William R, Davis, finding

the town deserted, proceeded to obtain a headright from the

12 william C, Dawson, A Compilation of the Laws of the

State of Georgla (Milledgeville: Grantland and Orme, 1831),
DPe 6-7e

13 1bid., pe 13e

1
L‘- LocC . 01t.

:
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state, When this became generally known, it created some=-
what of e sensation, Many of the former owners who had
failed to pay the taxes because they believed the land to be
of no value were paclfied by a manifesto appearing in the
Darien Gazette stating that no land would be held against
the claim of a true owner, The other group, those who were
aware of the right of the commissioners of the Academy,
received a letter from Urbanus Dart stating that he had

given up all idea of the headright.l5

For ten years follow-
ing this action, no attempt was made to claim the land under
the headright. Also in 1826, Robert Hazelhurst, James H,
Couper, Charles C, Cooper, John Harris, Henry Dubignon,
Samuel Wright, and Danlel Blue were appointed commissioners
of Brunswick and granted the power to lay out the town.16
Evidently people began to come back Into Brunswick in
the years between 1826 and 1829, for in 1829 an act was
passed by the General Assembly authorizing the Inferior
Court of Glynn County to sell the Academy Building and to
apply the proceeds of the sale to the education of the poor

people of said county and for no other purpose.17 There is

15 one Hundred snd Eighteenth Annual Report, op. clt.,

Pe 630
Acts of the General Assembly of the State of Georgia
132

16
mak 6), Pe 1754

(Milledgeville: Camak and Ragland,
17 pcts of the General Assembly of the State of G
Acts of the State of Georgia
(Milledgeville: Camak sand Raglm‘d‘,"1§3![ot ve o
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no record showing to whom this property was sold, but the
tradition is that John Flynn bought the bullding and lived
in it for many years.]‘8

The record fades out here until the year 1835, when
the General Assembly passed an act declaring that the com-
mons of Brunswlck contained nine hundred acres; as this was
more than necessary, the law authorized the sale of three
hundred acres of the land.19 The act also directed that
one half of the proceeds go to the iImmediate support of the
academy and one half to become a permanent investment with
only the interest to be used. The land was divided into
five acre ranges and sold, with the exception of the academy
range, for about fourteen thousand dollars.zo

In the first chapter an account was given of the boom
which occurred in Brunswick about 1835, A canal from Brunse
wick Harbor to the Altamaha River and several railroads were
planned, In the interest of one of these rallroads, Thomas
Butler King, then a member of Congress, obtained a headright
to the remaining six hundred acres of the commons and immed-

lately transferred it to the Brunswick and Florida Railroad,

18 Miss Jane Macon, personal interview, May 7, 195k,

19 phirty-first Annusl Report, ope cite., pe 50e

20 LOCQ Oi 0




33

There was some talk of contesting the claim, but nothing was
done because public sentiment was that such action might hine
der the prosperity and growth which the town was enjoying.21

' During the boom, in the year 1838, applicetion was
made by the representation from Glynn County to the State
Legislature to incorporate a new academy to be known as Bruns-
wick Acedemy, Beginning in thls year, there 1s a rather com-
plete account of the history of the academy in Glynn contained
in Urbanus Dart's Answer of Urbanus Qggg.zz The account which
follows is based on Dart's answer., Brunswick Academy was
authorized by the legislature at which time it also repealed
the Act of 1823 establishing two free schools in the county,
According to Dart, this was done because the people in Bruns-
wickAfelt that the money arising from the rent of the town
cormons should not be used for free schools,

When the legislature incorporated Brunswick Academy,

it also delegated that certain funds held by Glynn Acsasdemy
should be turned over to Brunswick Academy, The Trustees of
Glynn County Academy refused to do so on the grounds that
they were members of a private corporation and not under the

Jurisdiction of the state, but added, as something to soothe

o Ibido, Pe 510

22 Urbanus Dart, The Answer of Urbanus Dart (Brunswick:
Urbanus Dart, 1858), pp. 10-16,
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the anger among the townspeople, that they believed that the
inhaebitants had increased enough to erect a new building at
the center of the town, This met with much favor since this
had been one of the reasons for incorporating Brunswick
Academy

In the meanwhile, the Trustees of Brunswick Academy,
realizing that they could only demand & small amount from
the Act of 1835, which left in the hands of Glynn County
Academy funds for the purpose of supporting free schools,
decided to let it be known that they were in favor of combining
the two boards and the funds to erect a new academy building,
This was done, and Urbanus Dart, Joseph Bancroft, and William
Howard were appointed by the board as a building committee to
contract and build a new bullding, This building was laid
out on Hillsborough Square snd was completed in 1841,

Teachers were hired, and school was kept as long as
there were enough students to justify employment of a teacher,
From 18447 to 1852, an English School was held at the academy,
The principal teacher during these years was Jacob Moore,

When the population increased and a teacher of higher attain-
ments was needed, Moore resigned and recommended the hiring
of Reverend James T, Waite, who was recommended by the Theo=-
logical Seminary of South Carolina, Waite was employed for
the academic year 1853, At the end of the year, citizens

attempted to throw him out on the grounds of inecompetency,
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but failed, He served to the end of the academic yesr 185,
at which time he declined as applicant for the year 1855,
James Houston, one of the men who had attempted to remove»
Waite, applied for the job but was turned down in favor of
a Mr, Adams, Adems began the year 1855 but became ill and
procured Waite to serve as substitute for the remainder of

the year, This ends the account based on The Answer of

Urbanus Dart.

In the meantime, James Houston, who had been refused
the job, managed to arouse public sentiment against the
Trustees of Glynn Academy to the extent that when the Grand
Jury, under the law of 185l, appointed the trustees, Houston
and his group were elected.23 The old group of’trustees
refused to recognize the new trustees, thus setting off a
quarrel between the people supporting the two fections, The
decision of who was in the right was finally appealed to the
courts,

Meanwhile, in 185, a charter was obtained for the
city of Brunswick, and James Houston was elected mayor with
a Board of Aldermen who favored him.gh Since the courts had
not decided as yet which body of trustees was to be recognized,

the Houston group passed an amendment to the City of Brunswick

23 one Hundred and Eighteenth Annual Report, op. cit.,

Pe 650
24 pyipty-rirst Annual Report, op. cites Pe 65e
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Charter making the city trustee of the town commons.25 A legal
battle followed this action in an attempt to secure the com-
mens property which had been headrighted by Dart., and Davis
in 1826 and since then resold many times, The case in which
the trustees became involved was the case of Orme, et. al.
vs. Dart, et. al.

This case was not settled immedistely but continued
until the 1880's when Urbanus Dart died. A compromise was
reached in 1857 which me t of the parties accepted, with the
exception of Dart, The Trustees of Glynn Academy agreed to
quiteclaim 21,0 lots for the sum of forty-two hundred dollars,
and further stated that anyone else holding a lot should pay
forty dollars to the trustees and receive a quitclaim.26

During the years which this sccount of the academy
covers, there 1s also evidence of free schools operating in
the county. The United States Census Report for the year
1849 lists Glynn County as having one graded school and
academy with forty pup:i_l.'s.z7 While there is no written evi-
dence to this effect, it is commonly accepted that the two
occupied the same building, In the United States Census

25 muipty-first Annusl Report, loc. cite

26 one Hundred end Eighteenth Annual Report, op. cit.,

Pe 670

27 United States Bureau of Census, Sixth Census, 1840
(Washington, D, C,:Blair and Rivers, 1841), p. 235,
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Report of 1850, Glynn County is listed as having six schools,
including the academy, seven teachers, and an enrollment of
17 pupils.28

The financial record during this period is very inade-
quate, but in 1841 Glynn County received for the years 183L
to 1838 inclusive, the sum of $218,62 as its shafe of the
poor school fund being distributed by the state during this
period.29 In 1850, the United States Census Report for that
year lists as income for Glynn County the sum of $3,53h.00.30

There were evidently many tutorskbeing employed among
the wealthier families because of the low illiteracy rate of
Glynn County in 1850, This assumption is based on the facts
thaet there were few schools in Glynn County in 1840, as has
been previously stated, yet in 1850, the 1lliteracy of the total
white adult population was only from three to eight per cent,
while many other counties had as much as fifteen per cent and

over illiterste in the same group.31

8
United States Bureau of Census, Seventh Census, 1850
(Washington, D. C.: R, Armstrong, 1953), pe 370.

29

Public Laws of Georgis, 1841, op. cit., p. 83

30 Seventh Census, op. cite, Pe 372.

1
3 Richard H, Shryock, Georgia and the Union in 1 5
(Durham: Duke University Press, 1926), p. 2.
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In all probability the number of free schools in Glynn
County increased in the period before the Civil War in the
wake of the great movement for common schools during the
period throughout the state. Although some attempts were
made to educete the children of the county during this period,

in general, the achievements were not very notable,



CHAPTER IV
THE DEVELOPMENT OF EDUCATION FROM THE CIVIL WAR TO 1900

The second chapter of this theslis gave an account of
the desertion of Brunswick with the coming of the Civil War,
In the third chapter, the growth of education in Brunswick
and Glynn County from earliest time to the Civil War was
traced, It is the purpose of this chapter to show the devel-
opment of education following the Civil War until around 1900,

How soon after the war any schools were established
in Glynn County, there is no record to show, The first record
of a school is found in the year 1867, Educstional diffi-
culty occurred here as elsewhere in the South following such
a devastating war,

The Generel Assembly in 1866 passed an act to amend
the charter of Brunswick giving the mayor and council the
right to lease the town commons.1 This would indicate that
some thought was being given as to how the city and county
could get proper financial support for education as early as
a year after the war, In 1867, the council and the mayor of
Brunswick succeeded in leasing a portion of the town commons,
which, together with a smell amount of funds from the state,

made possible the establishment of a school in the old academy

Public Laws of Georgias for 1866, p. 184,
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building.2 There are no statistics as to how many enrolled
or length of term, but the assumption of the writer is that
the facilities were limited, terms short, and few pupils en=-
rolled, This assumption is based on the facts that the
financial support was insufficlent and that education throughe
out Georgis was inadequate during this period,

In the year 1866, in order to meet the requirements
set forth by the North in order to be re-admitted into the
Union, the General Assembly of Georgia passed an act creating
the office of State School Commissioner and authorizing a
public school system for the state,3 This same act also
provided for a county school commissioner to be appointed in
each county and trustees to be eappointed in each militia
district in the counties, Evidently, nothing was done in
Glynn to meet this provision until 1873, In this year an
act was passed by the General Assembly which gave the county
a better educational system,

This act provided for a county board of educatlion to
be composed of three "freeholders" of the town of Brunswick

and one member from each of the three militia districts in

the county at the time, H. B, Gould was appointed from the

£ Ce Ps Goodyear, "The History of the Schools,™ Public
Schools of Glynn County and Brunswick, Georgis (Brunswick:
Board of Education, 1892), p. 9.

3 Public Laws of Georgla for 1866, loc. cite
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Twenty=fifth District, F. D, Scarlett from the Twenty-seventh

District, and We M, Gynilliat from the Twenty-sixth District.
These men, along with the freeholders from Brunswick, were to

serve terms of three years with two members being appointed

by the grand jury each year.h

The powers and responsibilities granted to this board
are contained in the following quotation:

With the care and custody of all school houses, sites,
school libraries, apparatus, or other school properties
belonging to the educational department of the county as

now organized or hereafter to be organized, also with the
title, care, and custody of all property, funds, secur=
ities, books and papers belonging to the Glynn County
Academy, to hold, invest and dispose of the proceeds from
the same as provided by laws, And the existing board of
trustees of Glynn Academy are hereby authorized and
instructed to turn over to the County Board of Education,

as soon as it shall have been organized under the provisions
of this act, all titles to the_property, funds, securities,
books and papers as aforesaid.5

Under the same act Glynn County was instructed to elect a
county school superintendent or commissioner, not by popular
vote, but by a vote of the newly formed board.6 Glynn County
used this method of electing a county school superintendent
for years following this act, In recent yearé many other

systems have adopted this method,

o Public Laws of Georgia for 1873, p. 256,

5 Ibid., p. 257.

. Ibide, Pe 259,
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The act further Instructed the new board to examine
teachers and to grade them as first, second, and third grade
teachers according to their score on sn examination which
was to be given by at least two members of the board of
education with assistance by other individuals, if the board
so desired, The principals of the various schools were to
be placed in the fourth grade or classification.7

Instructions were also given that the county should
make provision for instruction of white end colored children
but in separate schools. Requirements for teachers, facllie
ties, and length of term were to be the same for both races,

Up until this time, there had been no public supported
school for Negroes although the Risley School, which was begun
by D. G, Risley and supported by charities in the North, was
in operation by 1870.8 After the Act of 1873, this school

9

was taken over by the new board, Roland Dart, a Negro living

on Ste, Simons Island, remembers the early days of the Risley
School well, He recalls that the school was well supported

and was apparently a very good school.10

7 Public Laws of Georgia for 1873, op. cit., pe. 259.
8

Goodyear, op. cite, Pe 9.

2 Locs cit,

10
Roland Dart, personal interview, June 15, 195l
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Financial support during these years was very meager,
As we have seen previously, the state owed a huge debt in 1872
and was forced to discontinue schools for part'of a years;
therefore, allocations from this source must have been small,
The schools, however, apparently managed to struggle along
on this small amount, with the ald of money received as rent
on the town commons,

In 1874, the report of the State School Commissioner
lists Glynn County as receiving $1,028,25 from the state as

its share of the common school fund.l1

This same report shows
Glynn County as having 1483 white and 1,015 colored children
between the ages of six and eighteen, Glynn County did not
report its enrollment figures for that year,

In 1877, Glynn County had two graded and six ungraded
schools.l2 The enrollment flgures are given for the ungraded
schools as 157 white students and 163 Negro students, The
school term for that year was only three months, Even if the
two greded schools had a high enrollment, many children were
not going to school, The same source lists 513 white and 1,253

colored as being between the ages of six and eighteen, At

this time there were seventy-seven white and 696 Negroes

- Third Annual Report of the State School Commissioner
(Atlanta: W, A, Hemphill, 1087L), De 624

12 seventh Annual Report of the State School Comnissioner
(Atlenta: Department of Education, 1878), AppendixX, De. 1o
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between the ages of ten and eighteen who were illiterate.
For the adult population there were eighteen white illiter-
ate and 96l Negro.13

The following year, 1878, the school term had been
lengthened to four months, There were enrolled at this time
two hundred white and only 187 Negro pupils, The average
cost per month of the tuition was $1.L5 per pupil. Average
attendance figures for this year show that the average atten-
dance was 335, with only 394 enrolled during the :,rear.:“‘L

A four-month school term evidently was in use between
1878 and 1880, for in that year the school term was once
again listed as four months; however, the number of schools
in the county had greatly increased, For the year 1880,
Glynn County reported to the State Department of Education
that it had two graded schools and nineteen ungraded schools,
with a teaching staff of twenty-five teachers.l5 This was
an increase of thirteen schools over the year 1878, and taking
into consideration the above figures, one would be led to
believe that most, if not all, of the ungraded schools
employed only one teacher,

The writer could find no mention of Glynn County educsa-

tion in the intervening years until 1883, The records of

13 Ibide, pPe le
1 Tbid., pe 19.

15 Ninth Annual Report of the State School Commissioner
(Atlanta: Department of Education, 1880), D. 23e
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Glynn County were destroyed in a fire in December, 1883,
leaving no record for this year except a few brief notes on
the happenings in 1883, which is attached to the first page
of the minutes of the board in 188l

Mention is made in the minutes of the board for
December 10, 1883, which is part of the attachment, of sal-
aries for various teachers, although no names are given,
The principal of the academy and his four assistant teachers
were to recelve a total salary of two hundred dollars per
month, Two other teachers outside the academy were to
receive twenty dollars per month for two months of teaching.l6
This would seem to indicate that the rural schools had only
a two-month term for the same year,

In Januery, 188l, references are made to salaries being
paid various teachers in the county.17 Re Go Gibson, who
was then principal of Glynn Academy, was to receive seventy
dollars, and four other teachers listed with him were to
receive total salaries of $130,00 per month, Another tescher,

who was not listed under the academy group, was to recelve

thirty dollars per month for three months of teaching,

Glynn County began the first taxation for education in

16
Minutes of the Board, Brunswick, Georgila, December

10, 1883.

AT Bha.L sannidy & L 1884,
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188l,, The legislature in that year suthorized an ad velorem

tax of three eights of one mill to be used for none other

18 The same act delegated the

than educational purposes,
authority to elect a board member from the newly formed 135th
Militie District, and in order to have the board balanced as
to county and city representation, an additional member from
the city of Brunswick,

The minutes of the board of education for the year
1887 tell of the election of A, I, Branham as principal of
Glynn Academy and show that he submitted a plan for the re-
organization of the school system.19 The plan itself 1s not
contained in the minutes, but later on in the same year, the
statement is made that very good schools exist under A, Ie
Branham.eo Whatever his plan, it was meeting the favor of
the board of education.

There were many private schools in Glynn County during
the seventies and eighties, Mr, Harry F, Dublgnon gives from
membory fects that show many private schools to have been in
existence during this period., One of these schools was

operated by a relative of his, Mary Dubignon, Others that

Mr, Dubignon recalls were schools operated by a Professor Lee,

18 public Laws of Georgia, 188L-85, p. 602,

19 Minutes of the Board, Brunswick, Georgia, July 12, 1887,

Y Ibide, December 10, 1887,
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Miss Phene Williemson, and Miss Mattie Gould, He further
states that there were also private schools for the Negroes,
as well as a parochial school for Negroes operated by the
pastor of the Episcopal Church.21

In 1888, two important events took place in the educa-
tional history of Glynn County. The first was the election
of A, I. Branham, who had been principal of Glynn Academy,
to serve as county and city superintendent of schools.22
This placed the city of Brunswick and the Glynn County admin-
istrative units under the same head, as has been done for
succeeding years, The second was the enactment by the state
legislature of additional financiel ald of the schools., In
this year the legislature granted the right to levy a special
tex on the taxable property of Brunswick in the amount of one
tenth of one mill.23

The first class graduated from Glynn Academy in 1888,
This class consisted of two boys and four girls.zu

During the decade before the turn of the century, the
board of education stayed in financial difficulty. In the

2l mp, Harry F, Dubignon, personal interview, June 18, 195,

22 Minutes of the Board, Brunswick, Georgila, June 11, 1888,

23 public Laws of Georgis, 1888, p. 108l.
2l

Miss Jane Macon, personal interview, May 7, 195l.
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minutes of the board for May 8, 1893, a record is made show=
ing the totsl indebtedness to be $11,398¢8le2° The minutes
of the board constantly show instances of money being bore
rowed to meet expenses and pay debts in the years before
1900, In 1889, a new brick building had been built to house
the academy and Nelson Grammar School.26 Much of the indebte
edness of the schools was apparently resulting from having
to meet notes on this debt while operating during a period of
financial stress,

The finances of the schools in the latter part of the
century were such that in 1897 the board appointed a committee
to approach the city and county officials in an effort to get
financial aid from them, At the same meeting of the board,

a financial statement showed that only about one third of the
money for teachers' salaries would be avallable for the followe
irg year.27 The committee which was appointed was moderately
successful, for at the next meeting the committee stated that
they had received two notes from the city and county totaling
$3,1180.,00,28

25 Minutes of the Boerd, Brunswick, Georgis, May 8, 1893,

26 Glynn Academy Student Publication, "The Beach Comber,"
Brunswick, Georgia, February l, 1948,

2
4 Minutes of the Board, Brunswick, Georgias, March 27, 1897,

28 Ipia., April 12, 1897,
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The period from 1860-1900 would almost seem one of
degradation rather then growth, Although the total income
was larger than in previous years, the great increase in pop=-
ulation demanded a larger outlay., In the Report of the Pub-
lic Schools of Glynn County and the City of Brunswick for the

year 1900, the president of the board of education stated that
the system could not successfully operste on the amount of
less than fourteen thousand dollars per year for the entire

3 Edwin Brobston, who was then president of the

systeme
board, in the same message suggested that the board should do
awey with the high school and place these teachers in the
lower grades,
The schools of CGlynn County for the years1889-1900
were operating on a one hundred and sixty day term for the
city schools and a one hundred day term for the county schools,
with the exception of Frederica and St, Simons Mills, which
were kept open longer by subscription.30
In 1900, there were four white schools operating in
the city of Brunswick and seventeen white schools in the county.

The Risley School, which included the elementary grades and

the high school, was operating in Brunswick, as well as eighteen

29
Annual Report of the Public Schools of Glynn County
and the City of Brunswick (Brunswick: Board of Education, 1900),

Pe 60

3% 1bid., p. 7.



50
schools out In the county.31 The enrollment for the white
schools was 810, while thet for the Negro schools was 100l
The teaching load for the Negroes during this year was almost
double that of the whites,32

With the turn of the century, Glynn County was still
experiencing financial difficulty., The city of Brunswick was
yet indebted to the board in the amount of over four thousend
dollars, which had not been turned over from the rent of the
town commons.33 This lack of cooperstion on the part of the
clty certainly helped to bring the schools to their great
need at the turn of the century,

Much credit is to be given the educational leaders of
the time who brought about a very good beginning for the

present educationsal system of the countye.

31
Tbide, DPpe 19=20,

32 Tbide, pe 176

33 Ibid., p. 104



CHAPTER V
A PERIOD OF PROGRESS--1900-1920

As has been previously pointed out, at the beginning
of the new century Brunswick was at the height of its boom
period, Although the years since 1865 to the turn of the
century unfolded many educational advances, Glynn County
could be considered as still being in great educational need
in the year 1900,

In 1900, Ge Je Orr, then Glynn County School Superine
tendent, reported to the board of education that the average
pupil tuitlon per month was only eightye~one cents, while
most schools throughout the state were getting more than one
dollar.1

Orr's crliticism on the amount of tuition charged stud-
ents brought results, By the school year 1903=0l, the aver-
age tultion was over & dollar, while the tuition for the
high school was one and one half dollars.2

The total expenditures for the year 1900-01 were
slightly more than fourteen thousand dollars for an enroll-

ment of 1,827.3 The finences of the county were apparently

= Report of the Public Schools of Glynn County and the
City of Brunswick (Brunswick: Board of Education, 1900), pe 7e

2 Thirty-first Annual Report of the Public Schools of
Glynn County, Georgie and the City of Brunswick (Brunswick:
Board of Education, 1904), P. 37

3 Ibid., p. 22.
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better by the school year 1903-0l, Although the enrollment
for 1903-0l was only about two hundred more than the school
year 1900«01, the expenditures had now increased to more
than thirty-two thousand dollars.u

Much of this progress was probably due to the efforts
of Ny H, Ballard, who was elected County School Superintendent
in 1901.5 Ballard was disturbed by the poor conditions of
the schools in the county. When he was elected superinten-
dent, the schools were, in his words, "without reputation at
home and without repute abroad."6

The progress under Ballard began to take shape in the
year 1903, In 1900, only one new building was built, This
was at Cyprus Mills and at a cost to the board of education
of less than three hundred dollars.7 In 1903, a modern
grammar school was bullt at a cost of over fifteen thousand
dollars, which along with repairs to other bulldings brought
the total construction costs to well over eighteen thousand

dollars.8

4 Report of the Public Schools for 1900, op. cit., pe 13.

5 Minutes of the Board, Brunswick, Georgia, September
11, 1901,

® Thirty-first Annual Report, ope cite, pe 7e

T Report of the Public Schools for 1900, loc. cit.
8

Thirty-first Annual Report, op. gcit., p. 22.
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The following is a description of the new school which

was named the Purvis School:

The building consists of seven grade rooms, furnished
with ad justable chair-desks and all other sppurtenances
that go to make a complete grade room; one large room,
equipped for shop work, domestic science and elementary
experiments in physics and chemistry; one teacher's room,
and a library, and all other equipments that go to make
up a first class school building are of the modern type
and of the best workmanship.9

Enrollment and attendance in the schools were very
poor for these years when compared with the school census,
During the school year 1905-06, the enrollment was only
2,111, while at the same time the school census listed more
than forty-one hundred in the county between the ages of six

10

and eighteen, While there were 2,101 enrolled in this

year, the average attendance was only 1,337.11
Meanwhile, the various schools made many improvements
in the equipment and teachers, Superintendent Ballard, in
1905, reported the high school as having a well equipped
laboratory and a llbrary stocked with books necessary for the

history and English departments.12

9 Thirty-first Annual Report, loce. cite

10 One Hundred and Eighteenth Annual Report of the
ublic Schools of Gly Glynn Countx, Georgla and the Cit of Bruns-
wick (Brunswick: Board of Education, 1906), p. 26,

11
Locs . clt,

12 Ibide, Pe 15,
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In the same report, Ballard expressed his apprecia=
tion of the well trained teachers in the high school and
added that "due to the small salaries paid in the county and
the great inconvenience to which the teachers of these schools
are often placed have caused great difficulty in obtaining
satisfactory teachers for the rural schools, "3

The financial support of the schools continued to be
inadequate during the next five years., Money was borrowed
from year to year in order to meet expenses.lh

In 1911, the financial stfass of the board of educa-
tion was somewhat alleviated, In this year, the General
Assembly passed a resolution authorizing the sale of the town
commons.15 All leases were to be cancelled and the lots
sold immediately, The mayor and the council of the city of
Brunswick were to be placed iIn charge of receipts of the sale
and were further authorilized to appropriate the m.oney.l6

This same act further strengthened the county educa-

tional system by giving authority to levy a tax of from one

1
3 Ibide, pe. 16,

1L
Annual Reports of the Public Schools of Glynn County
and the City of Brunswick, 1§OE, 1910, passim,

15 Public Laws of Georgia, 1911, pe. 857.

16
Liocs eit,
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to three mills on the taxable property in Brunswick and to
turn over this money to the board of education.l7 In 1912,
the board of education, finally finding itself in failrly good
financial status, did away with the tuition which was being
charged the high school students.18

The sale of the town commons and the passage of the
city tax for school purposes seems to have changed the finan-
cial situation in the schools, In the succeeding years before
1920, the writer could find no yearly deficit in the records
of the board of education,

In 191lj, the schools, which had been under a li-3-lL plan,
were reorganized to have six grades in theelementary schools,
two in the junior high school, and three years in the high
school.19

Also in 191), the state legislature amended the Act
of 1873, which created the board of educétion and the system
which had been followed for years, Under this act, the newly
created 199th District and the city were each to receive a
new board member, This act further authorized the consoll=-

dation of schools by the board of education.20

17 Ibid., p. 858.

18 Minutes of the Board of Education, Brunswick, Georgila,
July 3, 1912,

19 1bid., June 11, 191k.

0
G Public Laws of Georgia, 191k, p. 279.
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The enrollment in the schools remained almost the same
in the years between 1900-1920, The enrollment for the year
1900-1901 was 1,827, This increased gradually throughout the
years, with the exception of the year 1910-11, when it
declined over previous years, to reach the number 2,660 in the
year 1920.21

Most of this increase came in the white and Negro
high schools, while the e}ementary school enrollments remained
almost the same, The number enrolled in Glynn Academy in
1900«01 was only forty-seven, By 1910, the enrollment had
mounted to 120 and by the year 1920, 341 were enrolled in
the schoole During the same years the number of students in
Risley High also increased substantially.22

The number of schools decreased very rapidly after
1911, when the General Assembly granted the board the power
to consolidate the schools.ZBTwenty schools were operating
for the white race at the turn of the century. With the

erection of Purvis School in 1903, the number was increased

2
to twentye-one, b The number of schools remained at this

&l Manuscript showing enrollment figures for various
years kept in Superintendentt's Office,

22 Loce il
23 Loce C1lt,
2l

Loc. clt,
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figure for the whites until after 1915, Between 1915 and 1920
the schools were consolidated to such an extent that in the
year 1919 there were only twelve school8 operating in the
county for the white race.25

The Negro schools were being consolidated also, but
not to the extent of the white schools., Negro schools oper=-
ating in 1900 numbered eighteen, but by 1919 the number had
been reduced to fourteen.26

The illiteracy figures greatly improved during the
years from the turn of the century to 1920, The improvement
seems to have been about the same for the white and Negro
races, In 1903, the percentage of Negroes who could read or
write was eleven and three tenths per cent of the total pop-
ulation between the ages of six and eighteen.27 In 1908,
the illiteracy rate for Negroes was reduced to nine and three
tenths per cent of the same age group.28 For the same years
the white illiteracy rate dropped from three and seven tenths
per cent to two and four tenths per cent in the age group

from six to eighteen years of age.29

25 Manuseript, loce cite
26 Loc. cit,

27 Georgla State Department of Education, Census of Schoo
Population of Georgia (Atlanta: Charles P, Byrd, 1908), DPe 1.

28 Loc, cit,

29 Loce ¢lt,
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By 1913, the illiterate were greatly reduced in num=
ber, The illiteracy among the Negroes was little more than
& third whet it had been in 1908, while the percentage of
whites between the ages of six and eighteen who were illiter-
ate had been reduced by one half.30
In 1919, Glynn County was employing sixty-two grammar

31 The white teache

grade and thirteen high school teachers,
ers received for the year 1919 an average salary of eighty-
8ix dollars per month, while the average salary for the Negro
teachers was only twenty-eight dollars.32
The library was one phase of the educational facili-
tles which was in great need of improvement at this time,
One report states that Glynn County had fourteen libraries
containing two thousand six hundred volumes.33 Miss Jane

Macon says that these were only room libraries in the various

schools.3u

0
3 Ibide, 1913, p. 8.

Georgia State Department of Education, Forty-ninth
Annual Report of the State Department of Education to the
General Assembly (Atlanta: Department of Education, 19215, Pe U417

32 Tbide, p. 178

33 Ibide, pe 3766

34
Miss Jane Macon, personal interview, May 7, 195,



59

Total receipts for the schools 1n the county climbed
from less than twelve thousand in 1900 to more than eighty=-
three thousand in 1919.35

The school property evaluation was listed as less than
forty thousand dollers in 1900, In 1919, the evaluation was
one hundred and seventy-five thousand dollars.36

Better trained teachers than those of an earlier per-
iod were being employed in 1919, As has been shown earlier
in this chapter, the teachers of 1903-0l were generally poorly
trained, In 1919, thirty-five white teachers and five Negro
teachers had normal school training,

The period from 1900 to 1920 was not one of outstanding
laws or decisions, but one of steady growth, The comparisons
of various phases of the educational life of the county indi-
cate something of the great work of N, He Ballard, who resigned

as county school superintendent in 1919.37

Report of the Public Schools for 1900, op. cit.,

Pe 150

36
Forty-ninth Annual Report of the State Department,
op. cit., p. 366,

7
Ibid.’ po 316.



CHAPTER VI
A PERIOD OF ACHIEVEMENT=«1920~1937

The period from 1920-1937 was one of great growth and
many accomplishments In the educational history of Glynn
Countye In this period outstanding improvements were made
upon the good education foundation produced by the previous
superintendent, N, He Ballard,

In 1920, a commission from the United States Bureau
of Education made a survey of the Glynn County School System,
This survey was presented under twelve heads which covered
the schools in detail, In order to maeke a comparison for
later years, a brief summary of the findings of the commission
wlill be given in this thesis,

The teaching steff of the county in 1920 was generally
weak, The commission criticized the lack of supervision and
leadership, as well as the scholastic preparation of the
teschers, The commission went on to say, however, that this
lack of academic preparation did not apply to the high school
teachers.1

The need for an attendance officer in the county weas
unquestionable, according to the commission, Only forty-one

per cent of the total school population was enrolled in the

* Department of the Interior--Bureau of Education, A

Survey of the Schools of Glynn County (Washington: United States
Government Printing Office, 19205, Pe 21e
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schools, The attendance of those who were enrolled was very
irregular, and many students dropped out before the end of
the term.2

The report further showed that Glynn County could
easily improve the financial support offered the schools,
When compared with other areas similar in size and industry,
the report showed Glynn County as spending less than half as
mch per capita as the other citiea.3

The buildings employed for school purposes were reported
by the cormmission as generally dilapidated in the county and
rural schcols, while those in the clty needed repairs, Most
of the rural schools were one room buildings, Only a few two
room buildings were in use in the rural schools.”

This report of the commission appointed by the United
Stetes Bureau of Education revealed to the people of Brunswick
and Glynn County the most pressing needs of the schools, Steps
were taken to improve these conditions almost immediately.

In 1920, following the survey, a building program got
under waye The sum of forty thousand dollars was set aside

for the construction of a building near the Atlantic Refinery.5

2 Tbhide, De Se

W

Ibid., pp. 26-32.

4 1vid., pp. 32-b1.

5 Minutes of the Board of Education, Brunswick, Georgise,
April 3, 1920,
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The building, which was completed in 1921, was situated on a
large lot containing several acres, The Atlantic Refinery
constructed streets on all four sides of the lot and further
aided by furnishing the water and electricity for the school.6

In 1922, a contract was let for the bullding of a new
Negro high school.7 This bullding, which was constructed at
a cost in excess of twenty-eight thousand dollars, contained
twelve classrooms and a large auditorium.8

Also in 1922, a new high school bullding for the white
children was begun.9 This structure was composed of a large
auditorium and more than twenty rooms.lo Several of these
rooms were occupled as offices by the superintendent, county
board of education, and principale. These rooms have contin-
ned to be In such use for several years since,

Rural schools hed received very little aid during the
early yvears of this periods In 1920, a two room building wsas

constructed for the consolidation of Magnolia and Union Schools

6 Miss Jane Macon, Brunswick, Georgia, personal inter-
view, May 7, 1954,

T Minutes of the Board of Education, Brunswick, Georgila,
Februery 1, 1922,

8 Loc. cit.
9 Jane'Macon, loc, cite
10

Loc. Cit.



63
for Negroes.ll In July of the same year & one room building
was constructed at Bladen.12

In 1921, free textbooks were distributed in the first
grades of the schools of the county.l3 This was a great step
forward, preceding the state adoption of free textbooks by
sixteen years, By 1926, free textbooks were being furnished
the first five grades in the elementary schools,

In 1921, an old landmark was removed from the city of
Brunswicke This was the old acedemy building, which had been
built in 1841, The building was torn down and the timbers
and lumber used to build a Negro school at Sterling.lu

In 192, an increase in the sslaries of the teachers
for the year 1925 was passed by the board.15 No figures
were given as to the amount of increase, but the total amount
set aside for teachers' salaries for the following year wes

$73,530,

A twelve year school program was begun at Glynn

41 Minutes of the Board of Educstion, Brunswick,

Georgia, June 2, 1920,

12 1bid,, July 7, 1920,
i3

Miss Jane Macon, loc. cit,

1k Loc. cit.

15 Minutes of the Board of Education, Brunswick,

t
Georgia, November 5, 192l,
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Academy in 1926.16 In 1927, the first class to complete the
program was graduated. This class numbered thirty-two.17
In 1927, a twelve year program was begun at Risley
High. At the end of the school year 1927-28, a class of
thirteen pupils was graduated under this program.18
The depression stopped for a few years the educational
expansion in Glynn County., During this period, the super-
visors for the elementary grades and the teachers of such
sub jects as art and music were not employed.19
In 1933, George W, Wannamaker was elected to succeed

Re D, Eadie as county school superintendent.zo

Realizing
the needs of the schools, he immediately made application to
the Public Works Administration for a grant of funds for
building purposes,

A grent was approved in October of the same year for

the sum of $122,726.00. On October 8, a bond election was

held end passed for one hundred and fifty thousand dollars.21

16 Mr, Sidney Boswell, Brunswick, Georgia.

17 Manuscript containing enrollment figures in Super-
intendent's Office.

18

Loc, cit,

19 Miss Jane Macon, loc, cite
20 Loc. eit.

el Minutes of the Board of Education, Brunswick,
Georgia, November HT 1935.
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The following year another grant wes made by the Public
Works Administration, making a grand total of over three hune
dred thousand dollars available for building purposes.22

The largest building which was constructed with this
money was & new elementary school, The bullding was located
across from the old Preparatory High School bullding on Mans
field Street, It was a large brick building contalning more
than twenty rooms and a cafeteria, The total cost of this
building was approximaetely two hundred thousand dollars.23

A new high school building for the Negroes was also
constructed at a cost of about fifty thousand dollars.ZLL
This building was somewhat smaller than the new elementary
school. It contained eleven classrooms, a science laboratory,
and the necessary offices and restrooms,

Improvements were also made on the Community School,
These Improvements cost almost as much as the new Negro high
school, When finished the school contained ten rooms. A
central heating system was installed as a part of this con=-

struction, making the building modern in every sense of the

word.25

22 1bid,, December 5, 1936,
23 Mr, Herry F. Dublignon, Brunswick, Georgia.

2h Loc. cit.

25 Miss Jane Macon, loc, cit,
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When these bulldings were completed, the new building
was named the Sidney Lanier School in honor of "The Marshes
of Glynnd' The Community School was renamed the N, H. Ballard
School in honor of the outstanding superintendent of the
first two decades of the twentlieth century,

The enrollment in all the schools of the county had
increased very much by 1937. The enrollment for the Negro
schools in the county increased from 1,035 in 1920 to 1,265
in 1937, For the school year 1930-31, the enrollment in the
Negro schools reached its highest figure, In this year the
total number of Negro students enrolled was 1,358.26

The schools for the white race in Glynn County also
showed an even greater increase in enrollment during this
period than did Negro schools, The enrollment for 1920 was
1,710, This decreased to 1,593 in the year 192L, but by the
year 1937, the number enrolled was almost twenty-five hundred.,
The enrollment in Glynn Academy had increased from 341 in the
school year 1920-21 to more than five hundred in 1937.27

In January, 1937, the board of education authorigzed
Wannamaker to try to buy five lots at the corner of K and Wold

Streets for further construction purposes, These lots were

finelly purchased in December of the same year for two hundred

26 Manuscript containing enrollment figures in Super-

intendent's Office, Brunswick, Georgia,

27 Loc, cit,
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dollars.28

The teachers of the county benefited by the passage of
a sick leave plan by the board of education in 1937, This
plan allowed a teacher to be absent from school ten days with
full pay if sick, After ten days the teacher was required to
pay a substitute teacher.29

Glynn County was greatly benefited by the passage of
a state law in 1937 which made the state responsible for the
textbooks, In July, 1937, the books owned by the county were
sold to the state in order to prepare for the issuance of
free textbooks,

The perlod from 1920-1937 was one of many achievements
for the educational system of the county. The introduction
of a twelve year school program, the large scale bullding

programs, and the introduction of free textbooks were definite-

ly signs of progress,

Geogia, December 1, 1937.

£3 Ibid.,, February 2, 1937.

30
Minutes of the Board of Education, Brunswick, Georgia,
July 1L, 1937.




CHAPTER VII

FURTHER DEVELOPMENT OF GLYNN COUNTY EDUCATION
FROM 1937 TO THE PRESENT

The previous chapters have related the educational
growth of Glynn County from the earliest times to the year
1937, In that year, the state began to assume more of the
responsibility for the education of the youth of the state,

Aid came by way of free texthooks and a state salary
schedule, plus the assumption of a greater share of the finan-
clal support of the schools, A comparison is made In the
minutes of the board of education in 1938 of the various sums
recelved from different sources of income for the years 1937
and 1938, In 1937, a sum of $33,158 was received from Bruns-
wick as its share for the support of the schools.1 By the
year 1938, this amount dropped to $27,02l, The funds from the
county also decreased in the year 1938, The amount received
from the staete increased greatly in 1938 over the previous
year. The amount received from the state in 1937 was $11,309,00,
while in 1938 the amount was increesed to $22,5h5.00.2
In spite of the apparent improvement of the financial

status of the schools immediately before 1937, mention was

A Minutes of the Board of Education, Brunswick,

Georgia, February 2, 1938,

2 Loc. cit,
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made in the minutes of the board of education for August 3,
1938 of the borrowing of $25,7.0,00, This money was probably
used for construction purposes, for in the minutes of the
board for the same date, mention was made of the crowded
conditions in the schools, At this meeting, application was
made to the Federal Government for assistence in the cone-
struction of more buildings, The period of industriasliza-
tion beginning in the early thirties was responsible for the
crowded conditions in the schools,

The Federal Government gave the needed assistance, and
construction began in April, 1939.3 No mention is made of
the location of the new bulldings,

At this time, the Southern Association of Secondary
Schools and Colleges became dissatisfied with the conditlons
in Glynn Academy, An increase of seventy-five cents was made
in the per pupil expenditure to meet the standards of this
g:r'oup."L Further improvement was made when the state per-
mitted the use of ten per cent of the textbhook fund to buy

library books.s These improvements were evidently not enough,

3 Minutes of the Board of Education, Brunswick,
Georgia, April 5, 1939,

Ibid,, January 3, 1940,

5 Ibid., May 1, 1940,
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for in November, 1940, a letter was read before the board of
education contailning & warning against teacher overload and
inadequate shelf space in the library.6

A change was made in the administrative head of the
county schools in the year 1940, George Wannamaker was
inducted into the armed forces in this year, and Sidney
Boswell was made acting superintendent.7 In 1941, R, E, Hood
was elected superintendent, and Mr, Boswell resumed his duties
as principal of Glynn Academy. A few yeers later, Mr, Boswell
was placed in the position of assistant superintendent of
schools,

When Mr, Hood took over the office of the superinten-
dent, he was immediately faced with the difficult task of
meeting the needs of an ever increasing school population,
This great increase was a result of the many defense plants
which began operation in Brunswick,

An immediate problem was that of keeping teachers,
Many of the men teachers were called into the armed forces,
and the attractive wages of the defense plants caused many
others to leave their tesching jobs, In 1942, in order to
encourage the teachers to remain in school work, a salary

increase was granted by the board of education, A ten per

. Ibid,, November 6, 1940,

) Loc, c¢it.
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cent raise was given those whose monthly salary was $110,00
or under, and a five per cent increase to those whose monthly
salary was above $110.OO.8

Not only the retention of teachers, but also the money
to pay the extra teachers needed for the great influx of pop-
ulation constituted a serious problem, At the meeting of the
board of education in December, 192, a resolution was sent
to the State Department of Education insisting that the state
pay the salaries of all extra teachers hired because of the

9 The action taken by the State

defense influx of population.
Department of Education is not given in the minutes of the
board,

Application was made to the Federal Government in 1942
for financial aid for maintenance and operation expenses., In
19)3, the amount of $58,583,00 was granted for this purpose.r’
In July, 1943, further aid was requested from the Federal
Government to be used for the purpose of constructing addie

: i |
tional buildings,

8
Ibid,, November 10, 1942,

9 Ibid., December 2, 19L2.

10
Ibid., January 6, 1943.

11
Ibid., July 7, 1943.
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While waiting for the additional buildings which were
needed, the schools of the county began using a two-shift
method of attendance, Half of the children came to school
during the morning hours and left at noon, The other half
came in the afternoon to receive instruction. While under
this program, no lunches were served in the elementary
schools since the double shift made this unnecessary,

The teachers received several salary inereases after
the two-shift program was begun, The teachers who taught
two shifts were to receive five dollars per day as extra
pay.12 Principals of schools under a two-shift plan received
an increase in salary of fifty dollars per month.13

In November, 1943, the money requested from the Federal
Government for school buildings was granted., The amount of
the grant was %22&,227.00.1u Early in 194)i, work was begun
on new buildings at Reynolds Street and on St. Simons Island.ls
It was evident, as this construction got under way, that only

two buildings would do little to remedy the situation. By

this time, the population of the county had increased from

e Ibid., October 12, 1943,

13 Ibid., December 15, 193,
A vhid,, November 16, :19h3.

15 Ibid,, March 1, 194k,
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21,120 1n 1940 to 41,898 in 1043.°°

Realizing the need, the board suthorized the construc-
tion of three additional school buildings from the funds
allocated by the Federal Government, These schools were
Wolf Street, Fourth Street, and Goodyear., All of these
schools were completed by l9u5.17

Further ald was received from the Federal Government
in 194);, In July, the board of education received an amount

of $15)4,673.00 to be used for child care facilities.18

In
November of the same year, the Federal Government granted
almost three hundred thousand dollars to be used for oper-
ation and maintenance costs.19
The school system in Glynn County was rapidly becoming
big business, The budget for the school year 19,3-lLly was
four hundred and thirty thousand dollars.zo This was many
times greater than the budget of 1900, Ten years later the

budget has reached the million dollar mark.21

16 Morris H., Hansen, compiler, County Data Book, Supple=
ment to the Statistical Abstract of the United Stetes (Washe
ington: United States Government Printing Office, 1947), p. 106,

Lt Mr, Sidney Boswell, Brunswick, Georgie,

18 Minutes of the Board of Educati <
oL e or on, Brunswick, Georgia
July 1l, 19LI, ! 5 ’

19 1bid,, November 1, 19l
20 1pid., April 5, 19kl

2l Miss Caroline Way, personal interview, June 16, 195,
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This great increase in expenditures was partially made
possible by the increased amount of tex money used for educa=-
tional purposes. In 1938, the tax rate for school support was
five mills in the county and seven mills in Brunswick.22 In
1953, a tax rate of thirteen mills was collected countywide
for the general school fund and three and three eights for
bonded indebtedness.23

Construction ceased with the end of the war, but it
began again in 1948, In this year four additional rooms were
built at the N, H. Ballard School.zh At the present time
(1954) a building program is under way which includes & new
white junior high school, remodeling a building for the use
of Glynn Academy, and fifteen new classrooms for St, Simons,
Ce Be Greer, and Sidney Lanier Schools. A cafetorium, kitchen,
and library are being bullt at Arcoes A new Negro high school
is being constructed also.25 The funds for this construction
come from the Federal Government and & local bond issue, The

amount contributed by the former is $L;81,000.00.26

22 Minutes of the Board of Educsation, Brunswick, Georgise,
February 2, 1938,

23

Mr. Sidney Boswell, personal interview, June 11, 195,

2l Minutes of the Board of Education, Brunswick, Georgila,
March 3, 1948,

25 Mpr, Sidney Boswell, loc. cit.
26 Lo0s 6l
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In 195);, nine schools for white children were opera-
ting in the county., These schools have & teaching staff
numbering 170. Of this number, forty-six were teachers at
Glynn Academy. At the seme time, there were thirteen Negro
schools operating in the county, Seven of these were one=
teacher schools, Mr, Boswell said that this will soon be
remedied end that by 1955 there will be only two elementary
achools for the Negroes in the county. The Negro schools
have a staff of teachers numbering seventy-five,

The enrollment In the schools increased from almost
thirty-eight hundred in 1937 to more than six thousand in
1953, During the war yeers, the enrollment in the schools
was greater than at the present, This enrollment gredusally
fell after the war, reaching a bottom figure for the last
decade of 5,639, This low occurred in 19l6-l7, but it has
gradually increased every year since,

As wes mentioned earlier in this chapter, the budget
for 1953-5l was over & million dollars, Several tables are
included in this chapter giving a detaeiled account of expen=
ditures and income for the school years 1951=52 and 1952-53,
Table I gives the income and expenditures for the ebove years,
Table II breaks down these expenditures into the amount spent
by each school, Trensportation expenses and number transe
ported are given in Table III, The per pupil expenditure for

verious schools 1s given in Table IV, A comparison of the
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two years is made in each of the tables, showing the amount
of incresse or decrease,

Today, Glynn County has a school system which is gen-
erally accepted as being among the best in Georgia, The
schools are staffed with well prepared teachers and excellent
administrative officials., The Glynn Ccunty School System is

today an outstanding example of progress and schievement,
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TABLE I

INCOME AND EXPENDITURES IN THE GLYNN COUNTY SCHOOLS
FOR THE YEARS 1951-52 AND 1952-53

INCOME
Source Year ending Year ending Increase
6=30=1953 6-30-1952
Brunswick City :
taxes $ 251,541.25 $ 209,823.17 & L41,628,08
Glynn County
taxes 17232980u3 150.9h1.13 21:357-30
State of Georgia 645,000, L74,639,.,05 170,361,.39
Housing Authority l4,716,50 l,596,80 119,70
Federal Works
Agency 12&,833 32 2176452 17,356,.80
Miscellaneous 2,685,16 69 13 416,03
Totals $1,200,985,10  $ 949,745.80  $251,339.30
EXPENDITURES
Explanation Year ending Year ending Increase
6-30-1953 6=30=1952

General Expense $ 99,67L.26 $ 79,738.50 $ 19,935.76
Instructional

expense 749,61L.00 595,746 4Th 153,867.26
Operation of
school plant 60,027,.28 514,350.37 5,676.91
Maintenance of
plant 2l,982.41 38,928,1L 13,945.73
Transportation 39,&32 36 38,807.82 62114511
Auxiliary agencies 17,597.3L 17,017.8L 549,50
Capital outlay 1&5,721.36 103,137,405 L42,58l.31
Totals $1,137,0h9.01 $ 927’7560h6 $ 209’292055

Copied from Auditor's Report, July, 1953.
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TABLE II
AMOUNT SPENT BY EACH SCHOOL IN GLYNN COUNTY

CITY SCHOOLS

Increase

School Year ending

Year ending
6-30-1952

6-30-1953

Glynn Academy $ 20L,839,74 $ 161,222.79 $ 43,616,495

Prep High 93,6771 85,236,140 8,438,31
Sidgey Lanier 91,315.,08 78,318,56 12,996,.,52
Purvis 211,120 ,0ly 22,132,05 1,687.99
Goodyear 2l ,058,90 22,390,43 1,778.U7
Greer 51,117.07 37,801.23 13,315.84
Reynolds Street 31,339,.,87 25,368,30 8,971e57
Perry 5k, 288,49 31,6L6,08 22,6L2.41
Risley High and
Elementary 18l,0L9,05 155,208,79 28,810,426
Totals $ 761,802495 $ 619,62l.,63 $ 142,178.32
COUNTY SCHOQLS
Arco $ 2L,821.6L $ 20,269,31 l1,552433
Ne He Ballard 59,180,8l 50,636,28 8,54 .56
St. Simons Lh2,889,89 31,595,411 11,2945
Rurel colored L5,602,63 16,638,009 -1,035.,146

Totals

$ 172,495.00

$ 149,139,12 $ 23,355.88

Copied from Auditor's Report, July, 1953,



TABLE III

TRANSPORTATION EXPENSES AND
NUMBER TRANSPORTED IN GLYNN COUNTY
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Item

Year ending Year ending Increase
6=30-1953 6-30-1952
Drivers!' Wages $ 24,592,70 § 20,183.73 $ 4,408,97
Other expenses 18,762.,90 20,730,65 - 1,967.75
Total expenses I43,355,.,60 140,911..38 2,111 .22
Average number
transported 1,427 1,356 71
Average cost
per pupil 30438 30,17 s2d

il

f
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EXPENDITURE PER PUPIL FOR THE SCHOOLS OF GLYNN COUNTY

CITY SCHOOLS

School Year ending Year ending Increase
6=30=1953 6=30=1952
Glynn Academy $ 207,96 $ 170.23 $ 3771
Prep High 143.23 13Lh.23 9,00
Sidney Lanier 110,92 129,69 11.25
Purvis 168,67 136,78 31,89
Goodyear 110,70 133,28 7el12
Greer 150,79 111,55 36421
Reynolds Street 152,62 128,77 23.85
Perry 119,56 11,66 311,90
Riﬁ%:ieﬁéigyand 171,85 181,74 -9.89
Average for
" eity schools $ 165,65 $ 1h8.41 $ 1T7.2L
COUNTY SCHOOLS

Arco $ 1h2.65 $ 114,52 $ 28413
Ballard 145477 128,52 17.25
St. Simons 157.68 127,110 30,28
Rural Colored 127.38 71,09 56429
Average for

county schools $ 142456 $ 101,11 $ U145
Average for all

schools $ 160,8L $ 136406 $ 24,78




CHAPTER VIIT
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

Glynn County had almost no facilities for the educa-
tion of its youth before the Revolutionary War, The few
which did exist were on St, Simons Island. After the
Revolution, in 1788, the establishment of Glynn Academy was
authorized, Although authorized, it is doubtful that the
academy or any public school operated before the War of 1812,

After the War of 1812, in the year 1819, a building
was constructed for the academy, and many attempts were made
to establish free schools, The years before 1850 were years
of progress followed by decadence, and vice versa, After
1850, many free schools and the academy were operating and
continued to operate until the beginning of the Civil War,
The Civil Wear brought about the destruction of the school
system.

After the Civil War, the people of Glynn County, while
experiencing & boom period, made efforts to reconstruct their
educational system, Many private and church schools began
operation in the early 1870's, Glynn Academy and seversl
free schools also began operation a few years after the war,
Progress, however, was very slow in the period before 1900,
The inadequate financial support of the state and county kept

the board of education in debt during most of these years
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before the turn of the century., A few bulldings were con-
structed during this period, but little was done to improve
the teaching staff,

After the turn of the century, the movement for im-
proved education in the county gailned momentum, In 1903,

Ne He Ballard was elected superintendent of the schools of
the county, Through his leadership the teaching staff was
improved, new buildings constructed, and better financial
support was obtained, These years from 1900 to 1920 were
almost without exception ones of steady growth and achieve-
ment,

From 1920 to 1937, further 1lmprovements were made in
the teaching staff of the schools, and many progressive idesas,
such as a twelve year school program and introduction of free
textbooks, are noted, The greatest improvement, however, was
the construction of many buildings toward the end of this
period,

The years of greatest achievement in the educational
growth of Glynn County were those from 1937 to the present
time, In all these years, education made great strides in
almost all phases, Many buildings were constructed, and
others remodeled, Instructional ailds and increased use of
trained supervisors added to the school program, The teachers
hired in these years were carefully selected and well paid in

comparison with other areas in Georgia, Increessed texation
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rates approved in these years further stebilized the finances
of the systems

Today (195l4) the entire system of Glynn County is far
superior to the average system in Georgia., Not only does
the system have a good reputation for the past few years,
but it is also recognized by leading educstors as one of the

most advanced and progressive systems in all of Georgisa,
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TABLE V
ENROLLMENT BY GRADES FOR WHITE SCHOOLS

YEAR GRADE TOTAL

1 3 5 7 8 9 10 py | 12

1920-21 216 173 138 127 79 76 L7 30 X 1,336
1926=27 218 155 172 136 26 113 115 62 32 1,518
1929-30 343 242 243 149 164 166 79 36 59 2,226
1930-31 280 253 210 170 138 159 98 61 36 2,116
1931=-32 265 262 222 14y 161 139 131 61 62 2,179
1933%3ly -~ 26T 27K 237 196 . 191 199  1le 76 70 2,129
9h1-h2 257 224 261 258 192 214 149 149 97 2,565
1942-h43 340 317 280 276 218 216 177 152 111 2,946
1943=l)y 723 600 547 418 281 295 205 200 126 5,111
19kgsh5 o 870 | 714" 615 . 516 © 375" 309 2h2 - 1B3 . 185 . -5,822
1945-46 562 449 419 416 345 291 236 160 109  L,439
1947-48 W1 k16 | 353 323 309° 156 194 22 26k o 3,796
190eattd " W72 - 373 U379 333 304" 301: 23% 4196 159 b4y 1L7
1951=52" " 369 .« k25 1377 357 .. 337,336 267 270 - 208 Iy, 5142

Copied from manuscript showing enrollment figures in
Superintendent's Office, Brunswick, Georgla,
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TABLE VI

ENROLLMENT BY GRADES FOR COLORED SCHOOLS

YEAR | GRADE TOTAL
1 5 7 8 9 10 11 12
1920-21 131 W 21 9 7 X X X 540
1925=26 136 72 54 32 23 X X X 7L5
1926=27 156 85 L 2, 20 18 X X 754
1927-28 156 103 > Ll 32 27 27 13 933
1932-33 2L, 186 ™ Th 36 RS 136 21 1325
193l=35 187 @AsS5 - 119 73 Ll L6 22 3k 1,351
1939-40 243  1h2 100 78 L 49 36 32 1,413
19h1-h2 253 146 86 80 58 59 28 27 1,450
194.3=41L, 28h 4384k 113 93 78 69 33 37 1,740
194ly=L5 333 204 124 92 93 53 L5 2l 1,858
191718 276 206 111 121 89 70 148 1,803
1951=52 231 241 152 119 133 85 53 81 1,959

s oo

ot
reee ——

Copied from manuscript showing enrollment figures in
Superintendent's Office, Brunswick, Georgia,.



TABLE VIIX

TEACHERS ! SALARY SCHEDULE = GLYNN COUNTY
BRUNSWICK, GEORGIA

SCHOOLS

9l

years
years
vears
years
years

years
years
years
years
years

ye ars
years
years
years
years

years
years
years
years
years

e Sl SRR FEEEE

Master's
Masterts
Masterts

Master's
Master'!s
Master's
Master!s
Masterts

Masterts
Mastert!s
Masterts
Master'ts
Master'!s

Master's
Master!ts
Master!'s
Masterts
Master's

College = No experilence
College = No experience plus 6 S.Hrs.
College = No experience plus 12 S.Hrs,
College - No experience plus 18 S,Hrs,
College = No experience plus 2l S Hrs,
College = 3 years experience
College = 3 years experience plus 6 S, Hrs.
College = 3 years experience plus 12 S, Hrs,
College = 3 years experience plus 18 S.Hrs,
College = 3 years experlence plus 2l S.Hrs,
College - 6 years experience
College = 6 years experience plus 6 S,Hrs,
College = 6 years experience plus 12 S.Hrs,
College = 6 years experience plus 18 S,Hrs,
College = 6 years experience plus 2l S.Hrs,
College = 9 years experience
College = 9 years experience plus 6 S,Hrs,
College = 9 years experience plus 12 S,.Hrs,
College = 9 years experience plus 18 S.Hrs,
College ~ 9 years experience plus 2l S,Hrs,
and 5 yr, Certificate = No experience plus 12 S,Hrs,
and 5 yre. Certificate = No experience plus 18 S.Hrs,
and 5 yr, Certificate = No experience plus 1 year
and 5 yr, Certificate - 3 yrs, experience
and 5 yre Certificate - 3 yrs, experience plus 6 S ,Hrs,
and 5 yr, Certificate - 3 yrs, experience plus 12 S.Hrs,
and 5 yr, Certificate = 3 yrs, experience plus 18 S,Hrs,
and 5 yr, Certificate = 3 yrs, experience plus 1 year
and 5 yr, Certificate - 6 yrs, experience
and 5 yr, Certificate = 6 yrs, experience plus 6 S.Hrs,
and 5 yre Certificate = 6 yrs. experience plus 12 S,Hrs,
and 5 yr, Certificate - 6 yrs, experience plus 18 S, Hrs,
and 5 yre Certificate - 6 yrs, experience plus 1 year
and 5 yr. Certificate - 9 yrs, experience
and 5 yr, Certificate = 9 yrs. experience plus 6 S.Hrs,
and 5 yre. Certificate = 9 yrs, experience plus 12 S.Hrs.
and 5 yr, Certificate = 9 yrs, experience plus 18 S.Hrs,
and 5 yr, Certificate - 9 yrs, experience plus 1 year
These salaries based on Professional Certificate,

$ 2700,00

2800400
2900 400
3000,00
3100,00

2850,00
2950,00

3150400
3250400

3000400
3100400
3200400

3ﬁoo.oo
31.00,00

3150,00
3250600
3350400
3150400
3550400

3100,00
3200400
3300.,00

31,00,00
3500400
3600400
370000
3800400

3600400
3700400
3800,00
3900,00
1,000,00

3800400
3900400
[1000,00
11100,00
11200 ,00



TABLE VIII

STATE OF GEORGIA SALARY SCHEDULE FOR 19535l
ANNUAL SALARY BASED ON 10 MONTHS WORK

95

Yrs, of Beginning After 3 Yrs, After 6 Yrs, After 9 Yrs,

Type of College Base Approved Approved Approved
Certificates Training Salary Experience Experience Experience
Professional 5 $2900 $3100 $3300
Provisional $2L00 - g L
Professional Iy 521,00 $2550 $2700 $2850
Provisional $1900 - - -
Professional 3 1900 $2100 $2200 $2300
Provisional 1700 = e e - PE=
Professional 2 51700 $1850 $1900 $1950
Provisional 51500 - - ko

THE ANNUAL SALARY OF TEACHERS AS INDICATED ABOVE SHALL BE DISBURSED IN
TWELVE MONTHLY PAYMENTS AS SHOWN BELOW:

Yrs, of After 3 Yrs, After 6 Yrs, After 9 Yrs,

Type College Beginner Approved Approved Approved
Certificate Training Experience Experience Experience
Professional 5 $2l1 .67 $258433 $275,00
Provisional 5 $200,00 - e .
Professional Iy 5200400 $212,50 $225,00 $237450
Provisional L 158,33 — - A
Professional 3 158433 $175400 $183433 $191.67
Provisional 3 114.1.67 - - - - o o
Professional 2 51U1,67 $15L.17 $158,83 $162,50
Provisionsal 2 125.00 = on on - o o - o




